
The SSVT monthly sandwich for the homeless community service program

Operating under the auspices of the Sri hiva Vishnu Temple (SSVT), the SSVT monthly sandwich for the homeless program is an entirely volunteer driven program of selfless service to the community at large. The program has a two pronged purpose: to help in the temple’s community outreach with a charitable contribution to the larger society and to provide an opportunity for temple patrons to help the less fortunate. From the beginning, one of the larger goals of the program has been to encourage participation by youngsters in order to inculcate in them the value of community service.

The project started in 1997 with the initiative of a young girl, Vidya, daughter of Usha Krishnamurthy, an early patron of the temple. Usha and Vidya came up with the idea of making food for the homeless at the temple, a community service project that both encouraged youngsters visiting the temple to participate and helped with the temple’s community outreach. A simple idea brilliant in its strategy. Since families visit the temple in large numbers on week-ends, and since the Hindu community has an abiding value of helping the less fortunate, the timing and venue provided a perfect opportunity to bring the concept to fruition. Ever since, on the 2nd Saturday of every month volunteers make 1000 peanut butter and jelly (PBJ) sandwiches at the temple. The dedication of the volunteers in those early days is exemplified by the fact that volunteers themselves purchased the supplies needed for the program and delivered the sandwiches to a local charity. Since 2005, Tirumalai Kamala has been the coordinator of this program, 
Program Details: Volunteers gather in the temple dining hall at 11 am on the 2nd Saturday of every month and make 1000 PBJ sandwiches on site. Bread, peanut butter, jelly and other consumables needed for the program are funded entirely through patron donations to the temple. Children (ages 7 and older) are particularly encouraged to participate with their parents. The program takes 1 to 2 hours to complete depending on the number of volunteers present. The sandwiches are donated to Martha’s Table (http://www.marthastable.org/) in Washington, D.C.
How you can contribute: 

Stop by the temple with your family and friends at 11 am on the 2nd Saturday of the month and help make PBJ sandwiches.
Make donations for any amount you choose: by check, credit card or cash. Make sure to mention that the donation is meant for the Aakaar program.

For more information: Tirumalai Kamala maintains an active mailing list of program volunteers. If you would like your email to be added to the mailing list or have any questions regarding the program, please send an email to tirumalaikamala@gmail.com
To Make a donation please click here.

